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Last trainings;  
Week of Dec 11th!

F irs t T raining : Week 
of Jan 10th!

L as t G ames : 
For all teams apart 
from JO13 are Dec 
11th JO13 last game 
is Dec 18th.  

L ates t news   
We are working on a clothing packet that will be available for purchase for all 
teams. There will be an option to buy extra training top, rain jacket, winter coat etc 
and the fact that we think it's really good value for money for players and a small 
additional income for the club. More information to follow.  

A survey will be being sent out to all parents to ask their opinion on important 
changes and the future direction of IFC that are being discussed…more 
information will follow. 

All up to date information will be in the IFC website internationalfc.nl 

December 2021                    www.internationalfc.nl 

MESSAGE FROM IFC BOARD - Attendance and Behaviour 
Attendance during the first part of the season has been mixed, with some age groups showing high levels of commitment and others 
with significant number of players absent other than due to illness or injury. Things improved a bit after the reminder message was 
sent out but attendance at training and availability for matches is still not where it ought to be. As we tried to explain in the reminder 
message, we are currently a small club with a single team in most age groups and it is unfair on coaching staff and team mates for 
players to keep absenting themselves for reasons other than illness and injury. To be clear, we fully support players doing other 
sports or activities as well as football - happy, healthy kids enjoying sport is one of the reasons we exist in the first place, but we are 
not (at this point in time at least) a recreational club where teams play at a low standard and part time attendance can be 
accommodated. We aim to teach how to play a high standard of competitive football and that needs commitment. Part time 
attendance disrupts training plans, affects team cohesion and leads to a huge amount of additional work for the training staff trying to 
juggle teams for match days. 
 
We already track attendance, but starting in January, we will be contacting players/parents to address any players who continually 
miss trainings/ games or attitude does not meet acceptable standards.  
 
If behaviour falls below the acceptable standard, the represented coaches for each age group will notify the technical director. The 
first stage of our disciplinary process involves a verbal warning regarding behaviour from Luke. The second stage if behaviour doesn’t 
change, would be a phone call home to parents and the final stage would be a written letter from the IFC board. Failure to uphold the 
IFC behaviour standards would then lead to you being released from the club. No refund will be given to any players released from 
the club having gone through the three stages. 

!

MESSAGE FROM IFC BOARD - SV WASSENAAR LOCATION!
SV Wassenaar location. 
At the beginning of the season we were hoping to have registered IFC as an independent club with the KNVB and to be playing under 
our own banner in the leagues. Unfortunately in order to do so we had to get permission from the Wassenaar gemeente to be 
registered at the SV Wassenaar site - the gemeente own the land and retain the rights to authorise clubs to use it. The gemeente did 
not grant that permission and were not interested in having 2 separate football clubs in Kerkehout, so it seems that our long term 
desire to be a fully independent club cannot happen at our current location. 
 
During the meetings it also became apparent that the gemeente has plans to redevelop the site, demolishing the current clubhouse 
and building a new one on the edge of what is now the grass rugby pitch. Unfortunately it appears they also intend to build housing on 
the other grass pitch and have no plans to provide a third full size pitch anywhere else on the site. If these plans are approved it will 
reduce the pitch capacity and limit the number of teams that the site could support and provides another incentive to consider a move 
of location. 
 
The location in Kerkehout is convenient for many of our members and finding another location that is as centrally located within our 
catchment area (The Hague, Wassenaar, Voorschoten, Leiden) will be difficult, but we want to see what our alternatives are before 
making any decisions about our future in Kerkehout. 
 
If there are members with prior experience working with a gemeente to secure access to facilities and who have time to join or advise 
the committee as we try to resolve this please let us know - none of the committee are experts in this area. A change of site may well 
increase our costs for pitch rental and require some additional funding - see the item on sponsorship later in this newsletter 
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MESSAGE FROM LUKE (TECHNICAL DIRECTOR)!
Here at IFC we want to provide the same environment we ourselves would want to play in. We are an inclusive club where we 
priorities learning and try to ensure everyone is playing at the appropriate level for their stage of development. My role as technical 
director is to help the coaches and drive the standards up.  
 
All players should arrive 10 minutes before their training is due to start, and do a player led warm-up, so we can maximise the 
training time. Training tops should also be worn at all training sessions. Regarding games, anyone not able to attend or running late 
should notify the coach via the WhatsApp group. Everyone should inform their coach on the Saturday before, if they are able or 
unable to play the following Saturday, this gives us plenty of time to sort out cover in advance. I know some team parents have 
already been doing this and know a few weeks in advance, which is great and really helps the coaches out.  
 
I would also like to thank all of the parents of our IFC players for your commitment, bringing your child to training, games, helping 
out in the canteen, washing kit, running the line and sometimes even refereeing. Parents volunteering their services is very much 
appreciated and doesn’t go unnoticed. 
 

TEAMS UPDATE:!
Period 1 (Sept - Dec.) 
JO12-1 In recent weeks, performances and results have been greatly improved. This was partly due to now playing at the right level for 
them, which is 2nd Klasse and partly due to an improvement to training for the team. We look forward to seeing what they can achieve in the 
near future. 

JO13-1 In recent weeks the team has had some encouraging performances, but due to less players in this age group and some 
commitment issues, we have decided to stop the J013-1 and instead create an additional J014, so we will have a J014-1 and a J014-2. This 
will allow us to support those J013 players more because we have an abundance of players in the J014 & J015 Squads, which will now be 
eligible to play with them. This should be a win-win, because J013’s get supported and more minutes for J014 & J015 players. They may be 
playing against some physically taller players, but the level will likely be lower. Older players will also be strengthening this side going 
forward. Training for this team will move to Tuesdays and Thursdays from 18:00-19:00. 

JO14-1 The team are playing at the right level, but we want to ensure all of the current J014’s are playing at the right level and getting 
sufficient minutes to boost their individual development, so some changes will be taking place come January. Having a J014-1 & J014-2 will 
create a meritocracy where the J014-1 players will need to earn the right to stay in the higher class J014 team with their commitment and 
performances. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
JO15-1 The team is playing at the right level and starting to find some form and consistency. We are aware of the range of abilities and an 
excess of players in this group which affected this team’s performance over recent weeks. We hope that introducing the J014-2 will alleviate 
this issue and everyone will play at the right level for them and find consistency as a team. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
JO17-1 The team is currently playing A category but at a level that is just beyond them. There’s no doubt we have good players in this 
team, but injuries and squad size has hampered them. We have tried to challenge a few of the J015-1 players by playing them in this team. 
We are working on a solution to get the team playing at the appropriate level for them. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
JO18-1 The team is starting to show real signs of growth and the team remains really competitive in their league sitting third with two games 
in hand and the possibility of getting second place. This would be a great achievement, having stepped up a class and playing A-Category 
for the first time.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Senior-2 The team has made a positive start to the season, winning 2 of the 3 cup games at the start of the season. In the league we have 
played 9, won 4, drawn 4 with only one loss. We are currently placed 3rd in the league and hope to improve our position in 2022.   
No training on Wednesdays due to the government’s restrictions has been an inconvenience but hoping that changes in 2022. 
Most importantly we’ve enjoyed some great “3rd halfs”😀. 

MESSAGE FROM IFC BOARD - JO13 TEAM JOINING JO14 
For the first half of this season we have been running a JO13, a JO14 and a JO15 team and we have regularly been struggling to be 
able to field strong teams in each age group, partly due to attendance levels, partly due to an imbalance in numbers between the 3 
squads, and partly due to the limit KNVB imposes in the number of players allowed on the pitch who are older than the official age 
limit (currently 3 at any one time). In order to better balance the playing ability within the 3 squads and to have more flexibility to 
cover for illness and injuries we have decided that instead of running a JO13 team, in the second half of the season we will run a 
JO14-2 team instead. The three teams will be run as an extended squad, so players may be selected for any of the 3 teams as 
needed, based on attendance, attitude, ability and within the age limit rules of KNVB.  
When training resumes in January, the current JO13 squad will join the JO14 and JO15 in training on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
18:00-19:00. We appreciate that this is a change to training mid-season and this new timing may be difficult for some of the JO13 
squad to attend due to other commitments on those evenings. Please let us know if this affects you and we will discuss what we can 
do to resolve it. 

!
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IFC BOARD UPDATE:!
THE IFC BOARD ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO HEAR FROM YOU. DO YOU 
HAVE QUESTIONS THAT YOUR TEAM PARENT OR TRAINER CANNOT 
ANSWER?  

DO YOU HAVE FEEDBACK FOR THE BOARD ABOUT THE CLUB? 

DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS? 

YOU CAN CONTACT THE BOARD ON IFCYOUTHCOMMITTEE@GMAIL.COM 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

ANDY IRVIN 

SELVEI TOPPING 

LAURIE BENSON 

MATT PALMER 

DAVID PALMER 

Thanks to all parents and players for your help and support over the past few months, we always need more help and support 
to help the club to function and grow. The IFC board wish all a Happy and Healthy holiday, and see you all in 2022.  

 

2022 training times  
JO12-1  Tues. 5pm - 6pm               
 Thurs. 6pm – 7pm                   !

Tues. 6pm – 7pm                              
Thurs. 6pm – 7pm !
JO14-1                                
JO14-2                                
JO15-1                               !
!

Tues. 7pm – 8:30pm                              
Thurs. 7pm – 8:30pm!

JO17-1                             

JO18-1 !

Wed.  7.30pm – 8.30pm                                                                                                                              

Mens-2  

2022 new team 
!
JO14-2   The majority of this squad will consist of the current J013-1 moving up. Plus 
some from the current J014-1 & J015-1 to ensure everyone is playing at the 
appropriate level and getting sufficient minutes to help them develop. The J014-2 will 
train at the same time as the J014-1 and re-assessment of squads will occur at the 
end of January. So, those excelling in J014-2 can earn a spot in the J014-1 and those 
not, may be moved to J014-2 for a number of reasons e.g. commitment, game time, 
squad balance etc. 
                            

G eneral notic es :!

IFC are always looking for sponsors. If you are interested, or you know someone who might be, please contact the board, who 
can then discuss various options, and ensure the sponsor is aligned to our club ethos and values.  

 

!


